
March 19, 2020 

Feast of St. Joseph 

 

Dear St. Catharine Families, 
 

In my readings, I found a reflection entitled “By a Window” that maybe helps during this difficult time.  I 
would like to share it with our families: 
 
“And the people stayed home.  And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made art, 
and played games and learned new ways of being, and were still.  And listened more deeply.  Some 
meditated, some prayed, some danced.  Some met their shadows.  And the people began to think 
differently. 
 
And the people healed.  And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and 
heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 
 
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their losses, and made 
new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they 
had been healed.”   
 
From “Woman Reading by a Window” 
 
I continue to stay in touch with our teachers and they follow up with parents and respond to emails.  
The packets that were sent home by teachers are not supposed to be totally completed in a couple of 
days.  Each day should be spent on working through this information, jotting down notes if a student 
doesn’t understand, and using time for enrichment, reading, and time outside.  We don’t expect 
students to be working all day on academic work. 
 
As you know, next week (the week of March 23) was our “Spring Break”.  We are assuming that 
academic work will not necessarily need to be done since we were not supposed to be in school.  
Reading during this time is always encouraged.  The Columbus Public Library has some great on-line 
opportunities for students and families (use your library card or apply for one). 
 
Progress Reports for the Third Quarter are being completed by teachers and they will be available 
electronically on March 31.  As always, you will receive notification when these are published. 
 
Students should continue with their academic work during the week of March 30. 
 
Once we have updated information regarding any extension of days away from school, we will let you 
know.  In the meantime, some teachers have been using Zoom for interaction with their students.  I am 
working with the teachers on how best to distribute information and instruction via on-line interaction 
with classes.  As always, we promise to stay in touch with our parents and students during this time. This 
is a “work in progress” for all of us! 
 
 



 
A couple of other reminders: 
 

 Any student under 18 can get up to 2 breakfasts and lunches if they show up at a food location.  
The 14 locations can be found at https://www.ccsoh.us/Page/7560 

 

 The Governor announced yesterday that part of the National Guard is focusing just on food 
banks in Ohio, so families should be reassured that emergency food is going to continue to be 
available. 

 

 Tim Horton’s locations will serve school age children for free between 11 and 1pm 
 

 Piada will serve school age children for free between 10:45 and 1pm 
 
 
Fr. Dury has been sending out information regarding parish support for prayer.  This has been a great 
help to our families.   For additional resources, the McGrath Institute for Church Life at the University of 
Notre Dame has many resources relating to online learning (https://mcgrath.nd.edu/resources/ 
 
As always, we continue to keep our families in our thoughts and prayers.  The best part of St. Catharine 
School is that it is truly a community of faith-filled and caring families! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Janet L. Weisner 

https://www.ccsoh.us/Page/7560
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/resources/

