
April 1, 2020 

 

Dear Parents,  
 
Happy month of April!  As we move into this month, I am ever so anxious to have this weather warm up so your families 
can extend beyond the confines of your houses!  I’m sure that all families are aware that the time away from school has 
been extended to May 1.  The teachers and myself have had multiple discussions as to what this looks like moving 
ahead. 
 
In regard to distance learning, we have been encouraged by the School Office to continue to be aware of the dynamics 
of family life in your homes.  As many of you are well aware, it is truly a balancing act!  Now that it appears that we will 
definitely be out of the school building at least until May 1, I will be gathering schedules of teacher instructional time 
and then post a schedule for parents to ensure that time delivering instruction by one teacher does not conflict with 
another teacher.  Students should be finishing up their packets or work that was sent home when we left school.  That 
work was designed to instruct students for the four (4) days before spring break and then these five (5) days this week.  
As we move into next week, teachers will extend information on their work with students to cover Monday through 
Wednesday next week since we had scheduled Easter vacation to be out of school on Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Easter Monday. 
 
The longer the teachers are at this distance learning, the more adapt they will become in various forms of additional 
technology.  As some type of guidance document in regard to time spent on work was discussed and after additional 
discussion with the school office and principals, these are some “guidelines” that I’ve asked teachers to work toward.  
Learning experiences for kindergarten students should be approximately one (1) hour; Grades 1 – 2 should be about 1 ½ 
- 2 hours per day; Grades 3 – 5 should be about 2 ½ hours per day; Grades 6 – 8 should be about 3 ½ hours per day.  This 
not only includes direct instruction from the teachers but also independent student work on material that was covered 
and enrichment opportunities that were sent to grade level parents that extend the learning and challenge students.  
Obviously our day in regular school involves practice time, sharing or collaborative learning time, study time on 
information learned for assessments and then class activities/ projects.  Some of these cannot be done in a home 
environment but we are striving to provide some shared learning and teacher directed learning through Zoom 
experiences and Google Classroom.  Study for assessments and practice need to be done at home.  We are asking 
parents to take the time to establish a schedule for your children so that they know what time should be dedicated to 
learning, studying, and practicing.  Knowing that parents are extremely busy also with their families and sometimes their 
own work, we are asking that you help us by monitoring these learning situations as much as possible.  If there appears 
to be difficulty with a certain concept or your child was already involved with intervention, then please reach out to 
either the classroom teacher or our intervention team (Mrs. Knox, Mrs. Kemp, Miss Brown, Mr. Phillips).  They are eager 
and willing to continue to support your children if they are having difficulty with any academic areas.  Mr. Phillips has 
posted his information on the St. Catharine Facebook, Mrs. Knox and Mrs. Kemp can be reached through their 
cdeducation.org gmail accounts.  Miss Brown can be reached by sending me an email and I will forward to her.   
 
The teachers are now assessing if they need to deliver additional materials to students since this pandemic has extended 
distance learning.  I will plan on sending out information as to a location at school where these materials can be picked 
up in a safe environment.  Plan on receiving something from me on Friday, April 3.  Tentatively, we are looking at 
Monday, April 6 as the weather looks like it will cooperate and give us a little sun to set up tables in the school parking 
lot for parents to drive up to collect materials.  This will then provide adequate distancing for everyone. 
 
Again, thank you for your support during these difficult times.  We continue to learn and modify as we strive towards 
providing your children with our best educational practices.  In addition, we continue to keep our families in our prayers 
that they may remain healthy and look forward to seeing our students before our June “last day”. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Weisner 


